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1. INTRODUCTION 

 
1.1 This leaflet details the requirements for parts and material required for the maintenance of 
EASA glider tugs, powered sailplanes and sailplanes taking into account the changes to EU regulation 
748/2012 Part 21. 
 
1.2 The aim of the leaflet is to offer guidance to owners and inspectors on the correct certification 
procedures and documentation required for parts and materials used for maintenance of their aircraft. 
It does not allow any deviation from the approved requirements, it offers guidance on how the 
requirements may be interpreted for aircraft within the BGA Airworthiness Organisation.  
 
1.3 This guidance is applicable only to ELA 1 and ELA 2 aircraft only. i.e. non complex aircraft 
under 2000 kg MTOW. 
 
1.4 Appendix 1 shows BGA 286 that is used for recording parts used during maintenance. Its use is 
optional if using released parts where the Form 1 or release paperwork is included in the maintenance 
records. Use of BGA 286 is required if using non released parts and is the method of complying with 
Part m by gaining the aircraft owners authority. For club owned aircraft the person carrying out the 
duties of maintenance manager should sign. The BGA 286 is retained in the aircraft maintenance 
records. 

2. APPLICABLE REGULATIONS 

 
EU Regulation 748/2012, Part 21, Subpart K, 21.A.307 (Superseding 1702/2003) 
EU Regulation 2042/2003, Part M, Subpart E, M.A.501 
Certification Memorandum, EASA CM-21.A-K-001 issue 01, 21 June 2013 
EU decision ED 2007.003.CF 
Maintenance Annex Guidance (MAG) Approval; Effective date 01/29/2014 Change 4 

3. CATEGORIES OF PARTS 

3.1 Fully Released Parts 

(21.A.307 (a)) 
3.1.1. These are items such as aircraft and engine parts and appliances manufactured in accordance 
with the aircraft or engine type design specifically for that aircraft or engine type. Also parts 
manufactured by approved manufacturers under EASA Part 21 subpart G or FAA PMA scheme and 
TSO, ETSO manufactured parts. 
 
3.1.2. These parts are released with either an EASA Form 1 or FAA 8130-3 release certificate or 
equivalent. 
 



 
 
 

EASA Form 1 
 

This is a general release certificate used for release of parts and appliances and in some cases for the 
release of work undertaken on an aircraft component, engine or propeller. The details on an EASA 
Form 1 are quite specific regarding the part number, fitment eligibility, serial number (if applicable), 
work carried out or status of the part and it will be certified by an approved organisation. 
 
If an EASA form 1 release is used to certify a component, engine or propeller repair or overhaul the 
form 1 must be certified in the Part 145 or Part M subpart F release to service block. 
 

FAA 8130-3 
 

Issued by the US FAA and is similar to the EASA form 1 but it should also contain the following 
statement on the form; 
 

 “for Export to the United Kingdom” 
 
FAA PMA parts should be identified by one of the following statements in the FAA 8130-3, block 13; 
 

 “This PMA part is not a critical component” or 

 “Produced under licensing agreement from the FAA design approval holder” or 

 Contain the design change or STC (modification) reference 
 
If an FAA 8130-3 release is used to certify a component, engine or propeller repair or overhaul the FAA 
8130 must be dual release and contain the following statement; 
 

 “Certifies that the work specified in block 12/13 was carried out in accordance with EASA Part-
145 and in respect to that work the component is considered ready for release to service under 
EASA Part-145 Approval Number: “EASA 145…….” 

3.2. Parts and material released with a Certificate of Conformity 

(21.A.307 (b)) 
3.2.1 The C of C is issued to confirm batch/lot traceability or manufactured in accordance with an 
approved specification. It can be used for “Standard Parts” i.e. items of non essential equipment and 
for materials used for the repair or servicing of aircraft. Most aircraft hardware, rubber goods, metal, 
fabric and other raw materials, liquids and compounds designed for aviation use will be released with a 
C of C.  
Wood used for any structural repair must be graded and certified with a test certificate. 
 
3.2.2 Standard parts are instruments and equipment other than specified in the applicable design code 
as equipment required underpinning safe flight (ASI, altimeter etc).  Thus soaring equipment such as 
flight computers, variometers, loggers and other equipment are classed as 'standard parts and are 
released with a C of C. 

3.3 Non Released Parts 

(21.A.307 (c)) 
3.3.1  Certain parts that meet the criteria below, for economic or availability reasons may be sourced 
from commercial suppliers. In many cases these will be OEM or quality pattern parts as originally used 
in the aircraft construction and may not be available from aviation parts suppliers. Many 
automotive/equipment derived engines are used in powered sailplanes. In addition, some commercial 
hardware and small parts are used in the construction of sailplanes generally. 
 
3.3.2 In the case of ELA 1 or ELA 2 aircraft, a part or appliance that is: 
 

1. Not life limited, nor part of the primary structure, nor part of the flight controls. 
2. Manufactured in accordance with the applicable design. 
3. Marked in accordance with Part 21 Subpart Q. 



4. Identified for installation in the specific aircraft. 
5. To be installed in an aircraft for which the owner has verified compliance with conditions 1 

through 4 and has accepted responsibility for this compliance. 
 
Clauses 1 through 5 are expanded as follows; 
 
3.3.3.  Not life limited, nor part of the primary structure, nor part of the flight controls 

 
The information that is necessary to determine if these criteria are applicable is not always readily 
available or transposed into data that is available to the owner (E.g. primary structure is not always 
clearly defined). An owner should consult documentation (not limited to design data) from the design 
approval holder (Type Certificate, TN, SB, STC, Illustrated Parts Catalogue, Maintenance Manual, 
Repair) before making the decision. Life-limited parts are the parts that are normally listed in the 
Airworthiness Limitations Section of the Aircraft Maintenance Manual (Or in some cases Flight Manual) 
When in doubt, the owner in the first instance should consult a BGA inspector or if still in doubt the 
BGA. 
 
3.3.4.  Manufactured in accordance with the applicable design 

 
There are basically two ways to establish that a part without an EASA Form 1 but intended for ELA use 
conforms with applicable design data. 
First, by obtaining a part directly from the original source/Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) 
(which may be a non-aviation vendor) as identified by part number and/or vendor code in the product 
support documentation (such as the Illustrated Parts Catalogue, Component Maintenance Manual or in 
a Service Bulletin or Technical Note). 
Some applicable parts may be identified by a generic part number or description only (roller/ball 
bearing for example) these may be sourced from non-aviation vendors but must be OEM quality parts. 
In all cases sub-standard or poorly copied parts must be avoided as they are unacceptable. 
 
Secondly, in the case of parts where all of the data necessary for manufacture and subsequent 
inspection to determine the quality of the parts is available in the product support documentation or 
other data provided by the design approval holder, then such parts may be produced or fabricated in 
conformity with the applicable design data. 
 
Note: It is important to realise that the acceptance of parts and appliances without an EASA Form 1 by 
no means is a way of making or accepting changes (modifications) to the applicable design. 
Where the owner is unable to obtain the approved data for the part, then the owner should consult the 
design approval holder or BGA. 
 
3.3.5. Marked in accordance with Part 21 Subpart Q 
 
As for any other part or appliances it needs to be identified (“marked”) for traceability purposes where 
appropriate. Details of the parts origin should be retained in the aircraft records. 
 
3.3.6. Identified for installation in the specific aircraft 

 
In order to record that the owner of the aircraft has decided to accept the part or appliance that came 
without an EASA Form 1 for installation in his/her aircraft, this needs to be recorded. An example of a 
list of parts that are installed during maintenance is provided below (appendix 1). It shows that the 
owner of a specific aircraft (Type and registration) has signed for the acceptance for installation 
(Specific for each accepted part), and is aware of the responsibilities (Part-21 reference is included). 
 
3.3.7. To be installed in an aircraft for which the owner has verified compliance with conditions 1 

through 4 and has accepted responsibility for this compliance by certifying the applicable line 
and signing the completed form. 

 
3.3.8. How to treat parts and appliances without a Form 1 
 
Ultimately it is the owner of the aircraft within the ELA1 or ELA2 criteria who takes the responsibility to 
accept a part or appliance within the given criteria for installation on his/her aircraft. For the continuing 



airworthiness of the aircraft it is required that these parts or appliances are to be clearly identified and 
handled in accordance with Part M. 
 
M.A.502 ‘Component Maintenance’ has been amended for that reason. In order to assure that the 
parts and appliances that are accepted for a particular aircraft are not installed on other aircraft, 
component maintenance and release of that maintenance with an EASA Form 1 is not accepted (Refer 
to M.A.502(e)). 
 
Also storage of these parts and appliances needs to be segregated from other items  
 
3.3.9. Parts used in non-type certified engines without a Form 1 
 
Many engines used in motor gliders, self launching and self-sustaining sailplanes are derived from 
automotive engines. Some are type certified and supported and in those cases parts obtained from an 
approved source should be the first option. For engines that are not type certified or where there is no 
type support, OEM quality compatible parts may be used provided the engine or component meets the 
criteria 1 to 5 in 3.3.2. 
 
This procedure is not applicable to engines installed in tug aircraft or any powered aircraft other than 
motor gliders, self launching and self-sustaining sailplanes or for lifed limited components such as 
magnetos or variable pitch propellers. 
 
In the case of older engines, OEM parts may not be available, in these cases it is acceptable to use 
parts conforming to the original or superseded specification and sourced from an alternative vendor 
provided the parts are of the same or better quality than the original. Sub-standard, inferior or budget 
parts are not acceptable. 
 
Some OEM parts may require modification to adapt to aviation use such as VW crankcases. This is 
acceptable provided the procedure described in 3.3.4. for fabrication of parts in accordance with the  
applicable design data is followed. 

3.4 Consumable materials 

(M.A.501 (d)) 
3.4.1 Consumable material is any material that is only used once such as lubricants, cements, 
compounds, paints, chemicals, dyes and sealants etc. 
Some of the above used for structural purposes must be traceable to a batch or lot such as glass cloth, 
resins or structural adhesive. 
3.4.2 Where aeronautical products are specified these should be sourced with a Certificate of 
Conformity from aircraft parts and material suppliers or direct from manufacturers.  However, in many 
cases on sailplanes and powered sailplanes as well as some ELA 1 aircraft, automotive products are 
specified.  
 
3.4.3 In the case of engine oils and lubricants, usually an automotive specification is required for 
powered sailplanes. Oil for these types should be sourced from reputable suppliers and be of good 
quality. Engine oils will have the various specifications marked on the container; this could be a VW or 
SAE specification. Always refer to the engine handbook for details of the correct grade and 
specification. Aviation grade oils and lubricants should be sourced with a C of C. 
 
3.4.4 Other consumables such as cleaners, sealants, compounds and polishes may be sourced from 
automotive suppliers but care must be taken to ensure there is no adverse effect on the aircraft. 
Particular attention should be paid to avoid silicone polish on glass structures and fabric and caustic 
products on aluminium. 

4. SHELF LIFE AND STORAGE 

4.1 Shelf Life 

4.1.1.  The shelf life, expiry or use by dates on parts and materials must be observed.  
 
4.1.2.  Most compounds, adhesives and other chemicals will have a relatively short life. Rubber 
components typically have a 15 year life but this must be checked.  



 
4.1.3. Clearly label expiry dates and do not use once expired. 
 

4.2 Storage  

4.2.1. Some parts and material will have specific storage conditions specified. These must be observed 
to preserve the condition and shelf life. 
 
4.2.2. Rubber parts should be kept in dry cool conditions in the dark to prevent UV degradation. Items 
such as tyres should be stored in purpose built racks upright to prevent flattening. They should be 
rotated frequently to prevent flat spots. If an assembled wheel and tyre is stored inflated ready for use 
it should have a label highlighting it is inflated to xx psi. and the date so it can be checked. 
 
4.2.3. Repair materials should be properly stored; metal should be kept in a suitable rack and covered 
to prevent contamination. Steel should be lightly oiled to prevent rusting. Wood should be stored in a 
cool dry place and properly supported to prevent warping. 
 
4.2.4. Glass cloths and similar materials used for composite repairs should be kept in a dry cupboard 
with low background heat to help prevent any moisture absorption and keep it free from dust. 
 
4.2.5 General storage conditions for all parts and products should be as advised by the manufacturer. 
Most will have details on the container or box or may be found in the material data sheet along with 
health and safety information and disposal instructions. 
 
4.2.6 Further information on storage conditions for aeronautical supplies can be found in CAA 
publication CAP 562 Leaflet D-40. 
 
 
 
(Appendix 1 is on the next page) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Appendix 1 – Example BGA form 286 Parts list and qualifying statement 

 
 


